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Summary

0 Rule by elite bureaucrats is one of the characteristics of France. This tradition had been established
under the Ancient Regime and was strengthened by Napoleon I.

O There exist in France a lot of critics against the rule by the elites, but French people, after all, understand
and accept the necessity of elites. The selection of elites in France starts at primary school and reaches its
peak when students enter the grandes écoles. Among the grandes écoles, Ecole Polytechnique and ENA
are the most powerful and influential schools. Some of the graduates of these two schools proceed to the
political world and others "go down" or "parachute" to the business world.

0 The French elites are active especially in politics and diplomacy. On the other hand, there are some
problems in economic arena due to bureaucratic tendencies of the elites. The success of France in the
future depends on how to overcome the defects of the rule by the elite bureaucrats in economy.

O After discussing the French situation, the author asserts that the French approach to training political

elites is the world's best functioning system, and that Japan should emulate it.



